THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONA L

It has been said that the democratic currents of history
resemble successive waves ; they break for ever on the same
shoal. Democracies reach a certain stage of development;
they undergo a transformation ; their leaders may join the
forces of reaction ; they may adopt the form of dictatorship.
Then the whole process is repeated again. Our own political
history has seemed to justify the theory. From the beginning
of the century, the democratic forces have advanced four times
and have receded four times. Flow and ebb, forward and
back, advance and retire ; so they seemed to go. But the
pessimistic simile is neither apt nor udcqxiatc. The case of
democracy is not so hopeless. It may yet be saved by educa-
tion. If the masses must have leaders,, an educated democracy
will make its choice with discriminative understanding. It
will choose a real aristocracy of moral worth and technical
efficiency. An educated democracy will be less apt to be
swayed by sentiment and emotion, less liable to be stampeded
by fear, less likely to be tricked by treachery. The people
have been betrayed in the past, but * the schoolmaster is
abroad/ and history may not repeat itself.
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